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including 114 Americans, among whom were
Charles Frohman, theatrical manager, Al-
fred G. Vanderbilt, capitalist, Charles Klein,
dramatist, Justus Miles Forman, novelist and
playwright, and Elbert Hubbard, author and
lecturer. On May 10 a communication from
the German government expressed 'deepest
sympathy at the loss of American lives/ but
urged the alleged contraband cargo of the
vessel and English starvation methods as jus-
tification for the attack. On May 13, Presi-
dent Wilson demanded a disavowal of those
acts, requested reparation, and insisted on
a modification of German submarine prac-
tice. The German government declared in
reply (May 29) that the Lusitania carried
masked cannon, Canadian troops, and am-
munition, and to the explosion of the last
named the great loss of life was due.

These allegations were denied by President
Wilson, and a long series of negotiations fol-
lowed, resulting (January, 1916), in the sub-
mittal by the German government of the
draft of an agreement whereby Germany as-
sumed liability for the sinking of the vessel
and offered indemnity. This, however, was
rejected by the United States, and the af-
fair was still unsettled when diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries were sev-
ered on Feb. 3, 1917.

Lussan, Zelie de (1863), American so-
prano singer, was born in New York of
French parents. In 1894 she appeared at the
Metropolitan Opera House in New York as
Carmen; and later sang with success in Eng-
land, France, and Spain, and made frequent
concert tours in the United States. Her chief
parts are Carmen (over 600 times), Mignon
Musette in La Boheme, Zerlina in Don Gio-
vanni, and Marguerite in Berlioz* Damna-
tion of Faust.

Lustre, in physical optics, is a characteristic
appearance of certain substances when
viewed in ordinary light. Thus, there is the
metallic lustre possessed by many metals.
The effect depends upon the manner in which
the incident light is partly absorbed and
partly sent back after a slight penetration
into the surface layers. In the case of trans-
parent or translucent bodies, like precious
stones and crystals generally, the lustre must
be largely conditioned by the refractive pow-
er of the substance. See REFLECTION AND
REFRACTION.

Lustrum (from lucre, 'to purify' or 'expi-
iate'), the solemn offering made for expia-
tion and purification by one of the censors
in the name of the Roman people at the

conclusion of the census. The animals of'
fered in sacrifice were a boar (sus), sheep
(ovis), and bull (taurus}, whence the offer-
ing was called Souvetaurttia.

Lute, a stringed instrument of Asiatic ori-
gin, popular for centuries, but now obsolete
in Europe, though music for the instrument
was published so late as 1670. The lute re-
sembled somewhat the present form of man-
dolin. The archlute, chitarrone, and theorbo

Lute.
were all large forms of double-necked lutes,
having the neck extended to contain another
set of pegs regulating unstopped strings which
ran alongside and not above the finger-board.
Music for the lute was written in the form
of notation termed 'tablature.'
Lutes are cements used for making the
joints of certain apparatus air-tight. See
CEMENT.
Lutetia, or in full Lutetia Parisiorum,
'the city of the Parish",' was the ancient name
of Paris.
Luther, Martin (1483-2546), the leader of
the Protestant reformation in Germany, was
the son of Johann Luther, originally a peas-
ant-proprietor who migrated to Eisleben, in
Saxony, where the reformer was born on
St. Martin's Eve (November 10). In 1501
he took residence at the University of Erfurt,
as a student of law, read widely in the class-
ical and scholastic authors. The death of a
young friend, and the experience of a dread-
ful storm, acting on a self-distrustful heart,
weaned him from jurisprudence and for
peace of soul he entered the convent of the
Augustinian monks at Erfurt, July 17, 1505.
In the convent he submitted to the most
stringent discipline, and in course of tune
resumed his reading, pondering especially
over the fathers and the Bible; but he failed
to gain the peace of mind he craved for, and
fell into a state of morbid melancholy. From